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Great Decisions, America’s largest discussion program on 

world affairs, returns to the library in February, once again 

under the direction of Marjorie Schoen.

Marjorie has volunteered to facilitate the program for 

many years.  Past participants have found the weekly 

discussions to be highly informative and engaging.

Each year, the Foreign Policy Association selects eight 

topics and assembles material to facilitate discussion. The 

new year’s topics include climate change, human 

trafficking, and China’s road to Latin America.

The group will meet Wednesdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m. 

beginning Feb. 5 and continuing through March. Sign-ups 

are underway.

This year, thanks to a generous donation from Duke 

Insurance Brokerage, the Great Decisions briefing books 

will be made available for purchase through the library at a discount.  The first 30 people to sign up can buy a 

book for $17.50. Pre-purchased briefing books will be available to pick up at the library in January. The library 

will keep a copy for patrons to read in-house. The Friends of the Library has continued to invest in this program 

and to give it their full support. 

-- Adult Services LIbrarian Caroline Welch

Great Decisions Returns  
For New Season Feb. 5

 Winter 
Reading 

Challenge 
for Kids, 

Teens

Children and teens are invited to join our Winter Reading Challenge for the 

month of January. For the third year, teens in grades 6 to 12 will be able to post 

their reading online and earn raffle tickets for a chance to win gift cards, books, and 

more. This time around, children in grades K through 5 will have a challenge of their 

own. Check our website for registration and other details. 
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I am writing this while sitting in the Brooks Room waiting for artists to pick 
up their entries from our Annual Art Exhibit. Every year I think it is the 
best exhibit yet, but this year’s was truly exceptional, with a wide variety 
of art working together beautifully. The Friends put on the annual exhibit 
as an opportunity for the artists among us to share their work and get 
some well-deserved recognition. As a bonus, each year we recruit a few 
new artists as Friends, and that helps to increase our numbers. Thank you 
again to everyone who participated!

Being in the Brooks Room also makes me think about the number of 
programs held here every month and how many people are exposed to 
the art while participating in another program.  In October alone, there 
were 46 programs in the room – not counting staff meetings or individuals 
who use the room as a quiet meeting place. These 
programs were aimed at every demographic from kids 
programs to book clubs and discussion groups to musical 
presentations. So, as the days grow darker, remember to 
check the Events Calendar on the library’s website at 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org. I’m sure you will be able to 
find at least a few programs to brighten and enlighten 
your winter months.

-  Mary Bandouveres, Friends president  

Facebook @WilbrahamLibrary / Twitter @WilbrahamPubLib / Instagram @wilbrahamlibrary

Letter from the President

Get Your WFOL Throw & Tote Bag
During the cold days ahead, cuddle up in a WFOL fleece with a 
WFOL tote bag full of books at your side. As an incentive to 
join or renew at the Benefactor level ($100), Friends can receive 

a hunter green 
fleece throw with 
the Friends logo 
embroidered in full 
color. At the Patron 
level ($50), 
members get a 
roomy WFOL tote 
bag. If your budget 
doesn't allow those 
levels of giving, you 

can buy the tote bag for just $5. Get that warm feeling of 
knowing you support the library staff and their amazing 
programs. Bags are at the front desk. Join the Friends or renew a 
membership here: http://www.wilbrahamlibrary.org/friends.asp.

Save the Dates

- The Celtic band Banish 
Misfortune will return for the 
10th year Feb. 18. The night, 
sponsored by the Friends and the 
Wilbraham Cultural Council, 
features traditional Irish music, 
tea and baked treats. Doors open 
at 6:30, music plays 7 to 9 p.m.

- Our Spring Trip will head to 
Boston and the Museum of Fine 
Arts on May 4  to view the "Art in 
Bloom" exhibit. 

- The Annual Book Sale will be 
May 5 to 9. Donations will be 
accepted May 1 to 4.



            Youth Events
Most of these programs are funded by the Friends of the Library. All are free but many require registration. Check website for details.

Wilbraham Public Library, 25 Crane Park Drive, Wilbraham, MA 01095 / 413-596-6141 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org

Children's Activities
Call the front desk or stop in to sign up on registration dates

Grades 6 to 12 unless specifically noted

Our Teen Advisory Board (TAB) meets monthly during the school year on Mondays 

from 4-5 pm. TAB has been busy making no-sew fleece blankets for Shriners Hospitals 

for Children. Our Teen Book Club (grades 8-12) meets monthly on Fridays from 3-4 

p.m. For book selections and meeting dates, visit our website. Please join us! 

Our new Super Smash Bros. program has been a big hit! Play Nintendo Switch video 

games on our big screen monthly on Fridays from 3–4:30 p.m. (No meeting in 

December.) No registration needed.

By popular demand, we will host another Teen Escape Room and our well-loved Stuffed 

Animal Sleepover. Details to come.

 - Teen Services Librarian Rachel Hapgood

Teen Activities

Winter Story Time Fun. Stories, songs & a craft led by Ms. Lisa. Jan. 8 to Feb. 13 for two classes: Wednesdays, 

10-10:30 a.m., ages 2–3½ with an adult;  Thursdays, 10-10:45 a.m., ages 3½–5, must be able to come without 

an adult. Registration starts at 10 a.m. Dec. 16 for Wilbraham residents. Phone calls accepted starting Dec. 

18. Non-residents may sign up on Dec. 20 as space allows. Spring Story Time registration begins Feb. 12. 

Read to Cadence. Megan Marshall, a volunteer from Bright Spot Reading Buddies, will bring Cadence, her dog, 

to the library once a month on Tuesdays to have children read to her. Kids 5 and over sign up for a 10-minute 

slot between 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. Winter and spring dates are Jan. 7, Feb. 4, March 3 & April 7.

Chess Workshop. Dec. 5 & 12, 3:30-4:30p.m., for children in grades 1 to 5 with an adult. Learn skills from 

beginner to advanced.

Introductory Robotics with Mrs. Goonan. Grades 3 to 5. Six-week session on Thursdays, Jan. 23 to Feb. 27, 

3:30-4:50 p.m. Must attend all six days. Sign-ups start Jan. 2.

The following programs are made possible by a Coordinated Family and Community 

Engagement grant administered by the Collaborative for Educational Services and 

supported by the state Department of Early Education and Care. 
Story Yoga. For children ages 2 to 5 and their parents. Yoga poses and stories are 

woven together to create an interactive process. Held on Tuesdays, 10:30-11:30 

a.m., on Jan. 21, Feb. 4, March 17 & April 7.

Grow, Play and Learn. Birth to 4 years, Tuesdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m.  Stories, songs and skill building led by an 

Early Childhood Developmental trained staff member. Resources to fit your child’s individual needs. Dates are 

Jan. 7, 14, (no 21), 28 & Feb. 4, 11.

                                                          -Heidi Kane, Children's Librarian

Join us for our 

Teen 

Dreamcatcher 

Workshop on 

Dec. 14 from 11 

a.m.–12:30 p.m. 

Registration is 

required. 



Noreen Acconcio, Claire Ashe, Sue & Charlie Bennett, Melissa Binns, Sheila Bolduc, Brogle Family, Maria 

Cacela, Beverlee Corriveau, Walter & Martha Damon, Danny DiFilippo, David Gagnon, MaryAnn Gioscia, Richard 

Hanrahan, Alan Izatt, Virginia Jacobs, Carol Jahn, Nancy Joyce, Tim & Heidi Kane, Gloria King, Joseph Lanier, 

Janina Lasonde, Linda Lastoff, Joyce Leckey, Lorraine MacAlpine, Edward Malzenski, Meredith Marciano, Janine 

McGahan, Morrisey Family, Sheila Nadolski, Barbara Pino, Pomeroy Family, Katelyn Rosienski, Mary-Lou 

Sanderson, Patricia Tessier, Webster Family, Jack & Ellen Welch, Edward Whalen, San & Beverly Williams, Ruth 

Young.
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Winter Reading Programs
Great Decisions
Winter Story Times 
Banish Misfortune

New & Renewing Friends, August to October 2019

Classical 
Christmas

Robert 
Humberston's 
introductory 
series on 
classical music 
concludes Dec. 
4 from 6 to 7 
p.m. with a 
focus on music 
for Advent and 
Christmas.

... Ann 
Tousignant, our 
newest borrower 
services assistant. 

Ann, a longtime Wilbraham resident 
and Minnechaug graduate, is no 
stranger to the library, having 
previously worked here as a page 
for roughly six years. Also, say hello 
to Glenn Maller, who has joined 
Jack Swan as a library page.

Please 
Welcome ...

Alcohol Ink Art
Barbara Sullivan, a local artist, will offer a 
workshop on alcohol ink on Feb. 12 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Participants will 
work with a fun medium of vibrant colors. 
Sullivan will display her work here in 
February, so the class will be able to view 

her designs. The 
class is free and 
materials are 
included, but 
registration is 
required as space 
is limited.


