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For the
Remote
Learner
Awaiting curbside pickup

Programs go virtual

Keeping sanitizers handy

From the Library Director ...

Serving Our Patrons During the Pandemic
The library continues to serve the
Wilbraham community with curbside
pickup appointments, delivery of
materials to the elderly or patrons
whose work schedules prevent them
from making our current MondayFriday, 9-5 schedule, and planning
virtual programs for all ages.
This year has been a challenge in so
many ways. We thank the community
for all the support that we have
received as we adapt to providing

library services during this strange
time that we are in. Please continue
to check the library's website, social
media pages, and local newspapers
for any announcements of expansion
of services.
You may always email me at
karendemers@wilbrahamlibrary.org or
call 596-6141 ext. 159 with any
comments or concerns.
- Library Director Karen Demers

Get Our Newest eNewsletter
Sign up now for very ﬁrst BookStack
newsletter, which begins in mid-September
and will continue monthly. Go to https://bit.ly/
32rlnAK and select BookStack. The newsletter
will highlight new books, themed book lists
and more, recommended by the WPL staﬀ.

Monday to Friday
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Curbside Pickup
Only
Closed Holidays

Friends Book Sale On Hiatus
With the Brooks Room closed to the public
at least through December, the Friends
Book Sale has taken a hiatus for 2020. It
will return once circumstances permit.

With school starting in a hybrid
format this fall, what does the
library have to oﬀer for virtual
learning? A lot!
We have a wide variety of
resources for every subject for
your students, available from
home through our website. To
get started, go to
wilbrahamlibrary.org and hover
your mouse over “Research &
Learning” to see many of
these resources.
Gale Databases will be familiar
to Hampden-Wilbraham
Regional School District
students who have used them
through their school libraries,
and most of them are available
to all Massachusetts residents.
Gale in Context: Science has
articles, experiments, and
interactive materials on life
sciences, biology, chemistry
and physics. A how-to video
we’ve created on our YouTube
page runs through searching,
browsing topics, and shows an
interactive of Gregor Mandel’s
classic pea plants hybridization
as an example of what you can
ﬁnd.
Both U.S. History and World
History are available from Gale
as well. Learning about
Continues on back page
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Letter from the President
Thank you. Despite the multiple challenges we are all facing right now, we still
have many reasons to say thank you.
Thank you ﬁrst of all to the library staﬀ. To Karen and the staﬀ for adapting
procedures, and then adapting again and again - every time the "Rules of
Quarantine" were changed. Getting materials to patrons has been a puzzle that
needed to be reworked with every change. As the staﬀ continues to work on the
safest, most eﬃcient way to accomplish this, thank you.
Thank you to the library staﬀ and Friends Board members for contributing to,
Bernie for pulling together, and The Friends for funding, this newsletter during a
time when communication is so important. Thank you.
Thank you to the library patrons for their understanding during this time. Your
patience as the staﬀ works to provide your materials as
eﬃciently (and safely) as possible is appreciated. Thank you.
Thank you to my fellow WFOL Board members as we all adapt to
new meeting formats and work to provide the library staﬀ the
support they need. Thank you.
And last, but not least, thank you to all of The Friends for your
continued support. The programs that the staﬀ have been able
to arrange are even more important than ever and are possible
due to your ﬁnancial support. Thank you.
-- Mary Bandouveres, Friends president

Virtual Adult Events
Register on our Eventkeeper calendar at wilbrahamlibrary.org to receive a Zoom link
Wildlife Around Your Backyard
Wednesday, Sept. 23, 6 p.m.
Through images and videos, ﬁnd out
more about our local wildlife and
what brings them to our
neighborhoods. Presenter Joy Marzolf
has been a naturalist and educator
for over 20 years.
Writers and Artists in New
England: Historic Landmarks
Tuesday, Sept. 29, 6 p.m.
Drawing on the National Historic
Landmark properties in their book
"Historic New England: A Tour of the
Region’s Top 100 Historic
Landmarks," authors Patricia Harris

and David Lyon will discuss and
show photos of a dozen sites
associated with authors and artists.

Certiﬁed career coach Anne
Crawford will discuss employment
transitions.

Laugh for the Health of It
Wednesday, Oct. 7, 6 p.m.
Join Trevor Smith of Sky Blue
Consulting for a fun, interactive
workshop designed to promote
health and wellness. Smith has more
than 15 years’ experience as a
therapeutic recreation specialist and
mental health practitioner.

Signing Rocks!
Tuesdays, Oct. 13 and Nov. 10, 6:30 p.m.
Signing Basics, a
local ASL teaching
organization, will
lead an anything
goes “Free Fall”
workshop. Participants will learn a
variety of signs and participate in
activities to reinforce what’s been
taught.

Anne Crawford, Personal
Empowerment Coach
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 6 p.m.

- Caroline Welch, adult services librarian
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Youth Events

Most of these programs are funded by the Friends of the Library. All are free but many require registration. Check website for details.

Teen Activities
Grades 6 to 12 unless speciﬁcally noted
Our Teen Book
Club will kick oﬀ
the new academic
year meeting
virtually on Oct. 2.
Teens in grades 812 read and
discuss books
(chosen by the group monthly) on
Friday from 3 to 4 p.m. Our ﬁrst title,

"Truly Devious" by Maureen Johnson,
is available as an e-book or eaudiobook through Hoopla. The book
can also be requested by calling the
front desk and setting up a curbside
appointment. Online registration is
required. Virtual link will be emailed
to teens before meeting date.
The Teen Advisory Board is on a

hiatus right now, but we hope to
start meeting again during this
school year. Stay tuned.
We are excited to partner with Mrs.
Goonan to host a virtual Kids Who
Code Club this fall for grades 6-12.
Check our website for details.
- Teen Services Librarian Rachel
Hapgood

Children's Activities
The online Summer Reading program has ended with over 200 kids
signing up and over 50 family prize bags ﬁlled for ﬁnishers. I would like to
thank everyone who helped us, in this uncertain time, to make our
program not only possible but a success in keeping kids reading during
the summer months. A BIG thank you to: Wilbraham Friends of the
Library, Pathways for Parents, LUSO Federal Credit Union, the Wilbraham
Junior Women’s League, Rice Fruit Farm, Monson Bank, One Book One
Community, Pafumi’s To Go (or stay), Texas Roadhouse in Springﬁeld,
Fenway Golf in East Longmeadow, the Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
teachers, parents, personal donations, and the Wilbraham staﬀ.
We are working hard to provide books, through holds, for families. Please
look at our new databases which include Miss Humblebee’s Academy
(through Gale resources), TumbleMath and Creativebug.
NEW: Wonderbooks! These are picture books and chapter books with the
audio built into the book. We have titles like “Spring According to
Humphrey” “When a Dragon Moves In “ and “Otto for President.”
Wonderbooks use a USB to charge, and the charge lasts for up to 14
hours. These are great for kids wanting to improve their reading. Just do
a KEYWORD search with the word WONDERBOOK and you can see what
is available and place a hold.
Look for upcoming interactive virtual events from Pathways for Parents
and our own Miss Lisa!
- Children's Librarian Heidi Kane

Grab Bags To Go
Are your young grandchildren,
nieces or nephews spending time
with you? Need activities to keep
them busy? Our Kids’ Grab Bags
can help. Most are based on a
theme such as Under the Sea or
Dig Those Dinos. In addition to six
books and a corresponding DVD,
each bag contains fun activities
such as coloring pages, puzzles
and crafts. To check one out, email
reference@wilbrahamlibrary.org or
call the Circulation Desk at 413596-6141. Tell us the theme you
want and how many kids will be
using the Grab Bag so we can
include enough supplies. Only one
Grab Bag per person per
checkout.
– Lisa Nicholson, assistant children’s
librarian
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WPL YouTube Channel Has Tips for Using Online Learning Resources (Cont. from Page 1)
Ancient Egypt or the Thirteen
Colonies? Search and ﬁnd great
images, primary documents,
biographies and more. We also have
the entire back list of National
Geographic magazines (newest are
under a 45-day embargo).
If you’re working on a research
paper for social studies on a
controversial topic, Opposing

Viewpoints is the place to go.
Categories such as Space
Exploration and Vaccines contain
articles exploring the pros and cons,
videos, and audio ﬁles.
We’re regularly posting new how-to
videos on our YouTube channel
showing you how to get started. We
are also available by phone at 413596-6141 or email at
reference@wilbrahamlibrary.org to

Tutorials on WPL YouTube Page
http://bit.ly/WPLGale
- Gale in Context: Biography, Science,
World History, U.S. History
- Opposing Viewpoints
- National Geographic
- Testing & Education Center
- More on the way

answer any questions.
-- Mary Bell, assistant library director

New & Renewing Friends, May to July 2020
Sue & Bill Agnew, Mahesh Bajaj, Norma Bandarra, Joe & Janet Calabrese, Richard & Ann Carver, Carole Cavros,
Edna Colcord, Colkos Family, Sheila Cregg, Mary & Irv Danio, Patricia Dennis, Johanna Desautelle, Kirk & Ellen
Farquharson, Becky & Terry Fleming, Ruth Giroux, Carolyn Glew, Rosemarie & Peter Groza, Haislip-Hansberry
Family, Susan & Chris Hall, John Harrington, Sally Hawley, Ruth & Ross Karlson, Virginia Kasten, Robert &
Constance Law, Susan Magee, Barbara J. Mancuso, Mary Manning, Margaret & William Manzi, Barbara & Dick
McFarland, Patricia McGranaghan, Geraldine Morgan, Marguerite Myers-Killeen, Joan Noonan, Barbara & George
Pallotta, David & Patrice Parke, Louise Phelan, Susan Post, Pauline Rauch, Kathy & Frank Sarnelli, Roger & Patricia
Schiﬀerli, William Siebert, Lois Stearns, James Gosselin & Sandy Swain, Gloria Tomassetti, Barbara & Jerry Urlage,
Cheryl & John Wesolowski, Connie & Roger White. Seven new or renewing members wished to remain
anonymous.

