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Summer 2020

Going Forward: A Note From the Library Director on Reopening
By Library Director Karen Demers

Thank you to everyone for your patience during this
challenging time. Over the past few weeks, we have
been receiving guidance from various governing
authorities regarding the restoration of library services.
Although staﬀ have had a very productive few weeks
working from home, attending webinars, and exploring

our databases, we are all looking forward to resuming
traditional library services. Like many other industries,
we plan on phasing in our services to the public, with
the health and safety of our staﬀ and patrons receiving
careful consideration for each stage.
Continued on Page 3

Summer Reading Is On! Begins June 20
Earn valuable prizes and raﬄe
tickets by participating in our
2020 summer reading programs,
this year built around the theme
“Imagine Your Story.”
All three programs - for children,
teens and adults - begin June 20.
Preregistration starts online June
13. Sign-ups are encouraged by
going to our website,
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org, and
using the Beanstack link on the
homepage, or by downloading the
Beanstack app. One family

CHILDREN: Kids read for 20
minutes or more for 21 days. If
you cannot sign up online, use
our log on Page 4. A parent
needs to initial it and return it to
the library in August.

Reading Logs on Pages 4, 5
member's email can sign up
everyone. (You cannot use the same
email twice.) All three programs run
through Aug. 8.

TEENS: Sign up online. Read a
book and write a review to earn
a free paperback book; each logged
entry will earn a raﬄe ticket to win
awesome prizes. Up to eight books
will be accepted.
Continued on Page 6

Capturing Life in Wilbraham Amid the Outbreak

STAGE ONE
Monday-Friday 9-5
STAGE TWO
To Be Determined

Wilbraham Public Library is building a public
anthology! In this unusual season of social
distancing, we know that community members
are coming up with many resourceful ways to
stay busy and positive. We are seeking to build
a public record of digital content that reﬂects
and celebrates our creativity and resilience.
Examples might include photographs of drive-by
parades, children’s creative projects, journal
entries, or even newly invented recipes. Any
material received will be preserved and
displayed virtually through the library. Material

Continued on Page 2
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can be in diﬀerent digital
formats, and we
encourage submissions
from all age groups. To
participate, visit the
library’s website,
www.wilbrahamlibrary.or
g, and ﬁnd the project’s
landing page on the
central carousel. Entries
can be uploaded from
this page. After being
submitted, the entries
will be processed and
then appear in the
archive, available on our
website via Biblioboard.
There is no deadline.
-- Adult Services Librarian
Caroline Welch

Letter from the President
Dear socially distant Friends,
Little did I know when I wrote the
President’s Letter for the last
newsletter what a long strange trip we
would go on.
First and foremost, I hope you and your loved ones are well. This, above all else, is
what we need to focus on right now.
I would like to thank everyone who has sent in their membership payments and
donations. Your loyalty to, and support of, the Friends is amazing! At the same
time, if you are unable to make a ﬁnancial contribution to the Friends we
understand that as well. Everything will sort itself out in the end.
Our Annual Book Sale, which brings in 25 percent of the Friends income, has been
postponed until September. We hope the fall trip and art show in November will
still take place as scheduled. Until then, we need to mellow slow.
I know, you’re sick of hanging around and you’d like to travel.
Take advantage of the online resources the library has to oﬀer.
While many things are on hold, the library staﬀ are working hard
behind the scenes to keep us all connected.
Please feel free to contact me at friends@wilbrahamlibray.org if
you have any question or comments about the Friends.
- Mary Bandouveres, Friends president

WPL Posts HowTo Videos On YouTube Channel
Have you checked
out the Wilbraham
Library’s channel
on YouTube? We’re
sharing
information on all
sorts of online
resources, walking you through topics
such as setting up an account on
Hoopla, using NoveList to ﬁnd new
books to read, and using HeritageQuest.
Check it out by going to our website. On
the left side of the home page under

“Museum Passes”
are icons for our
social media
accounts. YouTube
is the one on the
right. Don’t see a
resource you want
to learn more about? Let us know. Send
your suggestions for future how-to
videos to
reference@wilbrahamlibrary.org.
- Assistant Director Mary Bell
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(cont.) Going Forward: A Note From the Director on Reopening
During the library’s ﬁrst
stage, staﬀ will work in
staggered shifts, Monday
through Friday from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., to
maintain physical
distancing within the
building. The library
building will not be open
to the public. However,
we hope to oﬀer
“curbside” pick-up
service and resume our
outreach delivery service
beginning June 1.
Patrons will be able to call
the library at 596-6141 or
email
reference@wilbrahamlibr
ary.org to request
materials. Patrons will be
given a time frame in which they may drive to the side
of the library building next to the book drop. At that
point, the patron will need to call the library from the
car to alert staﬀ that he or she has arrived. Staﬀ will
then place the bag of checked-out materials on top of
the book drop, and when staﬀ have returned to the
building, the patron will be able to collect the bag.
Staﬀ and volunteers will also resume our outreach
delivery service, available to any homebound resident,
or person or family who is unable to make use of
curbside service for health reasons. Materials will
need to be delivered in a manner that will avoid
physical contact between the driver and the patron.
Although the public will be unable to enter the library
building, WiFi will be accessible from the parking lot.
The library will continue to oﬀer programs virtually to
the public through our website and social media
pages. The Summer Reading Program will be oﬀered
for all ages with the Beanstack Tracker App that can be
downloaded for both iOS and Android devices.
We anticipate this stage lasting several weeks. At
some point during this stage, the C/W MARS network

Graphic by Sue Witham, borrower services

and the Massachusetts Library System may resume
inter-library loan delivery. The Board of Trustees will
also monitor usage and staﬃng needs and will
determine when evening and weekend hours may be
restored.
In the next stage, the library will begin to allow a
limited number of people into the building for pick-up
and drop-oﬀ only. To minimize physical contact with
staﬀ, patrons will be encouraged to download the
meeScan app to be able to check out materials
themselves using their smartphone. Two other selfcheck kiosks will also be available. The timeframe for
the second stage will be determined by the trustees,
with consideration of the evolving public health
situation.
Thank you again for your patience and your
cooperation as we begin to restore our traditional
library services. Although it may take several months
before we are able to “get back to normal,” we look
forward to serving you during all the upcoming stages
and will announce any changes or additions to our
services through our website, social media, and our
community newspapers.
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Children’s Reading Log
Summer 2020
Name
___________________________________
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The Summer Reading Challenge takes place beginning June 20 through Aug. 8. Read up to eight books and return your log
by the last day to earn raﬄe tickets toward some great prizes. Good luck to everyone, and let's get reading! (Questions?
Just call the library at 413-596-6141; we're happy to help.)
NAME:

Title:

PHONE:

GRADE (teens):

Brief Review:

Author:

Title:

Brief Review:

Author:

Title:

Brief Review:

Author:

Title:

Brief Review:

Author:

Title:

Brief Review:

Author:

Title:

Brief Review:

Author:

Title:

Brief Review:

Author:

Title:

Brief Review:

Author:
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(Cont.) Summer Reading Begins June 20; Registration Starts June 13
ADULTS: Sign up online, on
Beanstack. Read a book and write a
review or short summary. Each
logged entry will earn a raﬄe ticket
for great prizes. Up to eight books
will be accepted. If you would
rather chart your progress on paper
instead of online, feel free to use
our reading log on Page 5 or create

your own. Just be sure to return
paper logs to the library by
Saturday, Aug. 8, to be eligible for
the drawing.

parents, the Massachusetts Library
System, the Boston Bruins, and the
Collaborative Summer Reading
Program.

Summer reading is sponsored by
the Wilbraham Friends of the
Library, local businesses and
community groups, teachers,

- Children's Librarian Heidi Kane, Teen
Services Librarian Rachel Hapgood,
Adult Services Librarian Caroline Welch.

New & Renewing Friends, February to April 2020
Al Artioli, Joan Audette, Jo Ayers, Bandouveres Family, Mary Besko, Claire & David Clini, Tess Cambo, Claire
Cloutier, Carol Conlon, Susan Dominick, Natalie Drake-Long, Joyce & Lawrence Emerle, Kathy & John Farrell, Bill &
Ethel Farrington, Kristina Guerin, Sandra & Larry Harris, Henshon Family, Norma Hill, Susan T. Hintze, Jones
Family, Mary Kilpatrick, Janice Knittle, Steve & Joyce Lewis, Jan Luczek, Frank & Ann Ludwig, Martha & Greg
Lyman, Cheryl Malandrinos, Veronica Meschke, Michele Mills, Gay Miltenberger, Joan Monteiro, Ann Moore, Linda
& Gilbert Moreno, Cynthia O'Sullivan, Tanja Olson, Rachel & Steve Patterson, Nancy & Alan Peck, Shauna Perry,
Susan & Gary Petzold, Carla Pierce, Connie & Jim Richmond, Carol Ross, Lydia Bell & James Sadoski, Fran & Joe
Selva, Donna Sherer, Jeanne & Larry Smith, Margaret & Brad Sperry, Margaret Superneau, Tavares Family, Marge
& Jim Trimble, Anthony Vecchio, Phyllis Walsh.
6

Facebook @WilbrahamLibrary / Twitter @WilbrahamPubLib / Instagram @wilbrahamlibrary

