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Closed Holidays

Fall 2021

Food Pantry Opens Near Outdoor Book Drop

The Wilbraham Public Library 

has a “Little Free Pantry” 

available to everyone, next to 

the library book drop. “The idea 

came about during this past year 

of the pandemic,” said Borrower 

Services Assistant Sue Witham. 

“Many libraries who oversee 

little free libraries in their 

Give What You Can, 
Take What You Need

Photos, Plants, Pastels ... 
Friends Book Sale 
Returns in November

Photo by Sue Witham

The Wilbraham Friends of the Library are 

delighted to announce their annual book 

sale will return Wednesday, Nov. 3, 

through Saturday, Nov. 6, in the Brooks 

Room. For sale will be gently used books, 

CDs and DVDs for all ages.

The sale is our major fundraiser, and we 

are happy to once again offer this 

opportunity to the community. We know 

many folks have been accumulating 

books and other materials during the long 

pandemic and we happily will now share 

these with others. Donations will be 

accepted at the library from Friday, Oct. 

29, through Sunday, Oct. 31, during 

library hours. Children’s and adult books, 

fiction or nonfiction, hobby books, etc. are 

welcomed. No encyclopedias, magazines 

or Readers Digest condensed novels. As a 

thank you, donors will receive a coupon 

for two free books of their choice from the 

sale when donations are dropped off.

Live programming returns to the 

Brooks Room this fall. The following 

programs are Tuesdays at 6 p.m. To 

attend, sign up via the Events 

Calendar on our website or by calling 

the library. 

SEPT. 21: Karoun Charkoudian, an 

award-winning Western Mass/

Northeast photographer, will lead a 

workshop on "Lifestyle 

Photography." 

SEPT. 28: Wild edibles enthusiast and author Russ Cohen will give 

a presentation on "Edible Plants and Wild Mushrooms In and 

Around Wilbraham."

 

OCT. 12: Join artist Gregory John Maichack for a two-hour pastel 

painting workshop for adults 18 and over. Participants will 

create their own pastel painting of Millet's "Dandelions." Space is 

limited. Beginners welcome. Art supplies will be provided.

OCT. 26: Jay DiPrima will bring his presentation on "Henry David 

Thoreau - 'Civil Disobedience'" to the Brooks Room.

Adult Fall Programs 

Continued on Page 2

Jay DiPrima as Thoreau

http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6590827&sw=1680
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6572924&sw=1680
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6580971&sw=1680
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6580971&sw=1680
https://www.eventkeeper.com/code/ekform.cfm?curOrg=WILBRAHAM&curID=509002
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6744289&sw=1680
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6686661&sw=1680
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6558766&sw=1680
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6562131&sw=1680
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The library is back to regular hours, and the Friends are finally able to bring 

back popular events – and launch some new ones!

Save your outgrown woolies for the clothing and household textile drive on 

Sept. 18 and 19. September is also the Friends’ turn to be the recipients of 

Big Y’s Community Bag Program. October is National Friends of the Library 

Month and the return of the Friends Art Exhibit. The long-awaited book sale 

will be held from Nov. 3 to 6, with drop-off of donations from Oct. 29 to 31. 

(See articles on all these events elsewhere in this newsletter.)

In addition, the Board of the Friends will resume meeting in person in the 

Brooks Room on the second Tuesday of every month at 6 

p.m. (One exception: The October meeting will be on the 

5th.) The starting time has been moved to make the 

meetings more convenient. All members of the Friends 

and the public are welcome, and encouraged, to attend.

 

If you are interested in helping with our events or have 

questions, email me at friends@wilbrahamlibrary.org or 

call the library and leave a message for me.
  -- Mary Bandouveres, Friends president  

Facebook @WilbrahamLibrary / Twitter @WilbrahamPubLib / Instagram @wilbrahamlibrary

Letter from the President

Food Pantry

From Page 1

Big Y Bag Program To Benefit Friends
The 

Wilbraham 

Friends of the 

Library has 

again been 

selected as a 

beneficiary of 

the Big Y Community Bag 

Program for September. The 

program features the reusable 

Community Bag with a special tag 

attached to it that allows 

customers to direct a donation to a 

non-profit of their choice. The 

Friends were selected by store 

leadership at the Big Y on Boston 

Road in Wilbraham. The group will 

receive a $1 donation every time 

the reusable Community Bag is 

purchased at this location in 

September, unless otherwise 

directed by the customer. Our goal 

is to sell 200 bags, equivalent to 

$200 raised. We are confident 

that, with the help of our 

dedicated supporters, we can 

reach this goal. You can find the 

Community Bags on displays 

around the store and at the 

checkout. For more information, 

please visit 

bigy.bags4mycause.com. We 

strongly encourage you to share 

this news with family and friends 

as well.

communities decided to remove the 

books and replace them with food 

items in the hopes of meeting a 

greater need in their communities. 

This mini pantry is an easy way for 

neighbors to help neighbors.” The 

pantry is open and available 24/7. 

Take what you need of food, hygiene 

items, or paper goods, no questions 

asked. Give what you can by placing 

items inside the donations bin. Items 

should be unexpired and in good 

condition; give what you would want 

to receive. The pantry wooden sign 

and lazy Susans inside the pantry 

were made by Mason Crochietere as 

his Eagle Scout project.

https://www.facebook.com/WilbrahamLibrary/
https://twitter.com/wilbrahampublib
https://www.instagram.com/wilbrahamlibrary/
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The Friends are holding a clothing drive on 

Saturday, Sept. 18, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 

Sunday, Sept. 19, from noon to 5 p.m. With 

millions of pounds of clothing and household 

textiles ending up in U.S. landfills each year, 

the Friends are working to raise awareness of 

waste and inspire consumers to take 

responsible action through donations and 

upcycling.  Donations will be given a second 

life with new owners – at an affordable price. 

The Friends will receive a per pound payment 

that will go directly to the library for 

programs, museum passes, equipment and 

other needs. Participants will receive a 

coupon for a free book at our book sale in 

November.

Youth Events
Great job to those who finished their 

"Tails & Tales" summer reading 

challenge this year. We had nearly 

500 children and teens sign up and 

awarded some awesome prizes to 

the finishers, including a new book 

of their choice. A BIG THANK YOU to 

everyone who helped us make this 

important literacy program a 

success and encouraged kids & 

teens to read this summer. A special 

thanks to Wilbraham Friends of the 

Library, CSLP, Pathways for Parents, 

LUSO Federal Credit Union, the 

Wilbraham Junior Women’s League, 

Rice Fruit Farm, One Book One 

Community, Wilbraham Pafumi’s To 

Go (or Stay), Springfield Texas 

Roadhouse, The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times, The Junior Library 

Guild, teachers and parents. The 

local "Tails and Tales" program was 

sponsored by the Wilbraham Public 

Library, the Massachusetts Library 

System, the Boston Bruins, the 

Massachusetts Board of Library 

Commissioners and the Institute of 

Museum and Library Services with 

support from the National Women's 

Hockey League team Boston Pride. 

This program would not be possible 

without the collective effort of the 

community and donations made in 

memberships to the Wilbraham 

Friends of the Library.

-- Children's Librarian Heidi Kane, 

Assistant Children's Librarian Lisa 

Nicholson, Teen Services Librarian 

Rachel Hapgood

Back by popular demand, Teen Henna was 

chosen by the Teen Advisory Board to kick 

off the school year on Monday, Sept. 13, 

from 5 to 7 p.m. Tattoos will be applied by 

Mandy of Wicked Good Henna. Teens are 

invited to sign up on our website for a time 

slot. Also this fall, we are excited to 

welcome back the Teens Who Code club 

and their adviser, Mrs. Christine Goonan, for 

grades 6 to 12. Our Teen Book Club 

(grades 8 to 12) will continue to meet 

monthly on Fridays from 3 to 4 p.m. Check our online Events Calendar for 

details. Finally, as school starts, please keep in mind that we offer many 

databases and other tools for teens, including Teen Health & Wellness, 

Gale databases, and Teen Book Cloud. Those resources and more are 

available on our website. Contact us if you need assistance. 

This fall, look for our new 

Branches Books -- exciting, 

small chapter book series -- in 

their own shelving location. In 

September, Pathways for 

Parents will offer Grow Play 

Learn on Tuesdays and 

Newbies with Kelly Castor on 

Thursdays. Find details on our 

website. Upcoming story times 

with Ms. Lisa, in October, are 

to be determined. Please 

continue to use our databases, 

including Gale, Tumble Books 

& Tumble Books Math, 

Teachables and Creative 

Bug.

Teen Activities

Nearly 500 Kids, Teens Signed Up for Summer Reading

Children's Activities

Friends 
Clothing 
Drive 

Sept. 18, 
19

Photo by Rachel Hapgood

http://www.wilbrahamlibrary.org/
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6623983&sw=1680
https://bit.ly/3boQFxc
https://www.eventkeeper.com/code/ekform.cfm?curOrg=WILBRAHAM&curID=504970
https://www.eventkeeper.com/code/ekform.cfm?curOrg=WILBRAHAM&curID=477289
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6681148&sw=1680
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New & Renewing Friends, May to July 2021
Sue and Bill Agnew, Lynda & Gordon Allen, Clare L. Ashe, Jo M. Ayers, Mahesh Bajaj, Len & Judy 
Borsari, Joe & Janet Calbrese, Tess Cambo, Richard & Ann Carver, Carole Cavros, Richard & Felice 
Coffey, Edna Colcord, Patricia Dennis, Kate Agin & Tim Donoghue, Mary Doyle, Becky Fleming, Ruth 
Giroux, Carolyn Glew, Rosemarie & Peter Groza, Haislip-Hansberry Family, Susan & Chris Hall, John 
Harrington, Sandra & Lawrence Harris, Sally Hawley, Thomas Henshon Family, Susan T. Hintze, 

Wilbraham Friends of the Library / Facebook @WilbrahamFriends

Use this QR 
code to read 
the newsletter 
online, with 
active, 
clickable 
links 
(underlined 
words).

Virginia Lasonde, Susan Magee, Barbara J. Mancuso, Mary 
Manning, Margaret Manzi, Barbara & Dick McFarland, 
Patricia McGranaghan, Ginny McKeon, Deb Montgomery, 
Marguerite M. Myers-Killeen, Doris Naiman, Tanja Olson, 
George & Barbara Pallotta, Linda Phaneuf, Connie & Ed 
Robinson, Walter & Laurel Stachura, Jim Gosselin & Sandy 
Swain, Gloria Tomassetti, Karin Tongue, Gerald & Barbara 
Urlage, Anthony Vecchio, John & Cheryl Wesolowski. Six 
others wish to remain anonymous.

The Friends are welcoming 

back their Art Exhibit, now 

planned for Oct. 2 to 27 in the 

Brooks Room. Past shows 

have featured dozens of area 

artists and many mediums 

including oil, pastel, pen and 

ink, basketry, watercolor, 

photography, jewelry and 

sculpture.  Many of the artists 

will have pieces for sale at a 

public reception Saturday, 

Oct. 9, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The deadline for entries is 

Friday, Sept. 24. There is no 

entry fee, but entrants must 

be members of the Friends. 

Pick up a registration form at 

the library or contact Art 

Show Chair Mary Bandouveres 

at wplartshow@gmail.com.

Art Show 
Set for 
October 
2 to 27

http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6573114&sw=1680
https://www.facebook.com/WilbrahamFriends/

