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Closed Holidays

Winter 2021-22

   Nine critical issues facing 

our nation will be on the 

agenda of the new Great 

Decisions discussion program, 

which is returning to an in-

person format in the Brooks 

Room this winter.

   The program will meet 

Wednesdays from 4 to 5:30 

p.m. begining Feb. 2 and 

running through March 30.

   Here are the topics for 

2022:

• Changing Demographics

• Outer Space

• Climate Change

• Russia

• Myanmar and ASEAN

• The Quad Alliance

• Industrial Policy

• Drug Policy in Latin America

• Biden’s Agenda

   Details on each topic are 

Winter 
Reading 
SignUps 
Start Jan. 1
   Join us this January and 

February for our annual 

Winter Reading Challenge 

and become eligible for 

cool prizes.

   As with our summer 

challenge, we will have 

three categories: children, 

teens and adults.

   Read one, two or three 

books of your choice and 

log them online on your 

Beanstack account by 

Feb. 28. Teens and adults 

will also need to log a 

Great Decisions 
Launches Feb. 2

   The 2021 Friends of the Wilbraham 

Library Book Sale is now over, and the 

Friends are thrilled to report it was a 

roaring success. The sale netted 

roughly $4,000. Well over 

6,000 volumes were 

processed. 

   The money will support 

library programs that 

reach every demographic in our 

community. We had many repeat 

customers, all very excited that the 

Book Sale was back. The volume of 

donations and sales was daunting, but 

our efforts proved worthwhile when 

we saw how appreciative the 

customers were. Forty people 

volunteered in all aspects 

of the project. This 

amazing support made the 

sale possible. Book Sale 

Co-Chairs Susan Magee 

and Tanja Olson as well as the entire 

board of the WFOL want to thank 

everyone who donated to, worked at, 

or shopped the sale.

Friends of the Library Book Sale Nets $4K

Continued on Page 5

Continued on Page 3

Please consult our online Events Calendar for 

possible updates to library programming.
Keep Up to Date

http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6590827&sw=1680
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6572924&sw=1680
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6580971&sw=1680
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6580971&sw=1680
https://www.eventkeeper.com/code/ekform.cfm?curOrg=WILBRAHAM&curID=509002
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6744289&sw=1680
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6562131&sw=1680
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   It seems every time I go to the mailbox there are more requests from 

charitable organizations asking for my support. I wish I could just send them 

all something but that isn’t realistic, I have to choose who to help.

   When deciding who to support with your hard-earned money, one 

important consideration is how much of your membership fee or donation 

actually goes to the cause that you support and who does that support 

reach. 

   The Wilbraham Friends of the Library is run by a board of volunteers who 

work hard to keep expenses down. The WFOL's largest administrative 

expense is this quarterly newsletter to make our members aware of the 

programs that are available to them. The only other administrative costs are 

minor expensesto get the word out about our mission to 

support the library and to keep us running.

   The majority of the funds raised by the WFOL are given 

directly to the library to support programs and materials 

that benefit folks right here in our town.  So, when 

choosing between many worthwhile organizations, 

remember you get a really big bang for your buck with 

the Friends!

  -- Mary Bandouveres, Friends president  

Facebook @WilbrahamLibrary / Twitter @WilbrahamPubLib / Instagram @wilbrahamlibrary

Letter from the President

Wanted: Someone To Help Manage WFOL Social Media 

   Keeping our members and the public informed of the Friends' activities is 

important to us. To do that, we are looking for one or two people who can 

help us grow our social media presence. Email us 

at friends@wilbrahamlibrary.org if you would like to help!

   Charitable giving is the lifeblood 

of non-profit organizations like the 

Wilbraham Friends of the Library, 

which qualifies under Internal 

Revenue Code 170(b)(1)(A). 

Current tax laws allow you to 

donate directly from your Individual 

Retirement Account when taking 

your annual Required Minimum 

Distribution (RMD). Such a qualified 

charitable distribution is excluded 

from, and therefore lowers, your 

gross income subject to tax. It 

gives the donor some say in how 

one's tax dollars are used. Consult 

your tax adviser for details.

   Since 1973, WFOL has funded 

library programming for children, 

teens and adults; the Museum Pass 

Program; furnishings and other 

library equipment. This "heart" of 

library service is not provided by 

property taxes, which cover basic 

overhead of the facility and staff. 

More than 300 local residents, 

friends, and families donate 

regularly to WFOL. Taxable 

donations by check should be made 

out to "Wilbraham Friends of the 

Library" and mailed to WFOL, 25 

Crane Park Drive, Wilbraham, MA 

01095. Donations can also be made 

online via the secure link on the 

WPL web page, 

www.wilbrahamlibrary.org/

friends.asp.

Lower Your Taxable Income While Supporting the Friends

https://www.facebook.com/WilbrahamLibrary/
https://twitter.com/wilbrahampublib
https://www.instagram.com/wilbrahamlibrary/
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org/friends.asp


Paint a Christmas Ornament 

Dec. 4, 6:30 p.m., Brooks Room

This is a Paint, Sip & Fun 

program. Paint an ornament to 

keep or give away. Registration 

required. Limited to 25. All ages.

Selling Real Estate

Dec. 7, 6 p.m., Brooks Room

Speaker: real estate expert 

Christine Strohman. Light 

refreshments. All ages. No 

registration required.

Ebay 101

Jan. 5, 6 p.m. Zoom

Learn to Make Money on Ebay 

with Mike Ivanovich. Ages 18 and 

up. No registration required.

Author Talk

Jan. 25, 6 p.m., Brooks Room

Linda Cardillo talks about her 

new book series "First Light." All 

ages. No registration required.

Create Valentine's Card

Feb. 2, 6 p.m., Brooks Room

Make an alcohol ink canvas or 

card for Valentine’s Day with 

artist Barbara Sullivan. 

Registration required. Limited to 

25. Ages 18 and up.

Adult Services

   Please welcome Nita Abbott, our new part-time 

adult services librarian. Nita, who joined us in 

October, is also a trustee at Granby Public Library. 

She has previously worked at the Danbury and 

Bloomfield public libraries in Connecticut. Nita will 

be in charge of adult programming and will help 

staff the reference desk, in addition to other duties. 

As well as being a lover of all things books, Nita is 

the author of 

humorous middle 

grade books in a new series entitled 

“Max the Magician.” Her books “Now 

You See the Teacher, Now You Don’t” 

and “The Gift That Wouldn’t Stop 

Giving” are available at 

barnesandnoble.com and some local 

bookstores.

Great Decisions Discussion Program Returns

Winter Programs

   Ancestry Library Edition, a 

powerhouse resource for anyone 

researching their family tree, will be 

available on library computers and 

library Wi-Fi only beginning Jan. 1.   

When many libraries closed early in 

the pandemic, Ancestry’s parent 

company made the genealogy 

database searchable from home. With 

libraries reopening, access will now 

return to in-library use only. When in 

the library or connected to our Wi-Fi, 

you can follow the updated link from 

our website to access  and search 

thousands of records to find your 

family history.

   Want to learn more about 

searching? Our quarterly 

“Introduction to Ancestry Library 

Edition” program is returning 

Thursday, Dec. 2, at 5 p.m. Our next 

program will be Thursday, March 24, 

at 5 p.m. For each program, 

registration is required.

Ancestry.com Reverts to Library Use Only

available here: https://bit.ly/

WPLGreatDecisions

   Each year, the Foreign 

Policy Association selects 

eight critical issues facing 

the country to be the 

subjects of conversation. It 

also publishes a briefing 

book for participants to read 

in advance so they can be 

informed and ready to 

participate. Participants are 

encouraged to order their 

briefing books at the 

bookstore on the 

association’s website, 

www.fpa.org/great_decisions/ 

The price is $35.

   Registration encouraged 

but not required. 

Holiday Closings: Dec. 24, 25, 26, 31 / Jan. 1, 17 / Feb. 21 

Continued from Page 1

Nita Abbott Joins Library Staff

https://www.facebook.com/WilbrahamLibrary/
https://www.eventkeeper.com/code/ekform.cfm?curOrg=WILBRAHAM&curID=534364&CFID=31125987&CFTOKEN=37c6ad17b536143e-DD15BE96-D4AE-528A-53500FB9115D8CC3
https://bit.ly/WPLGreatDecisions
www.fpa.org/great_decisions/
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6792827&sw=1680
https://www.eventkeeper.com/code/ekform.cfm?curOrg=WILBRAHAM&curID=546688&CFID=31125987&CFTOKEN=37c6ad17b536143e-DD15BE96-D4AE-528A-53500FB9115D8CC3


Children's Services

Winter Olympics 
Challenge 
Coming In 
February
   In February, children will 

be invited to participate in 

the library’s Winter 

Olympics Challenge, timed 

to coincide with the Winter 

Olympic Games in Beijing, 

China. There will be three 

challenges with either a 

take-home activity or an 

in-person independent 

activity in the library. 

Children will turn in each 

completed challenge and 

have a card stamped 

showing their 

participation. Once they 

have finished all three 

challenges, participants 

will receive their Olympic 

prize.

   The Children's Department hopes to offer the 

winter and spring sessions of Story Time as an in-

person program for our young patrons and their 

parents and caregivers. Winter Story Time will 

consist of five weeks Jan. 19 through Feb. 17. 

Each week will feature a different theme to 

coincide with the season, upcoming holidays, 

favorite authors, etc. Participants will enjoy 

picture books, songs, crafts, experiments and 

other fun activities. This program is for children 

ages 2 to 5. Stay tuned for more information.

Pathways for Parents Programs

Facebook Live with Nicole: Tuesdays at 10 a.m. (Birth to 4 years.) Stories, 

songs and skill building. No registration required. Location subject to change to 

the Brooks Room.

Yoga with Lisa Katz on Zoom: Saturday, Dec. 18, at 10:30 a.m. Registration 

required. Check our Events Calendar for information.

Ready for Kindergarten: Wednesdays in January at 11:30 a.m. Location TBD.

Music with Miss Renee: Wednesdays in Feb. at 11 a.m. Location TBD

Cooking with Sam: Saturday, Feb.12, at 11 a.m. Location TBD

STEAM with Miss Jane: Thursday, March 3, at 4:30 p.m. Location TBD.

These programs are made possible by Pathways for Parents / Coordinated Family 

and Community Engagement grant administered by the Collaborative for 

Educational Services.

---
Check out our website for upcoming events during February school break. Everyone enjoy 

the holidays, stay warm and don’t forget to sign up online for our Winter Reading Club!

-- Heidi Kane, Children's Librarian / - Lisa Nicholson, Assistant Children’s Librarian

All programs are free. Registration is required and space is limited.

Hoping for Return to InLibrary  
Story Times for Winter & Spring

'Read to Cadence' Dates Scheduled 
   "Read to Cadence" returns in 

2022! Megan Marshall, a volunteer 

from Bright Spot Reading Buddies, 

will offer her services again by 

bringing her friendly, furry 

companion, Cadence, to the library 

for children to read to. Kids are 

asked to bring a picture book. This 

program is designed to help 

children gain confidence and reduce 

anxiety about reading. Sessions will 

be held Tuesdays: Jan. 4, Feb. 1, 

March 1, April  5 and May 3. 

Children sign up for 10-minute slots 

between 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. Sign-

ups for Jan. 4 start in December.

Take & Make Snowman Kits

   Your child can celebrate the early 

winter season with a December 

Take & Make Kit.  The Children’s 

Department has created seasonal 

kits for various ages from toddlers 

through kids in elementary school.  

In December your child can create 

their own snowman. 

Library book club and movie schedules are available at www.wilbrahamlibrary.org under Events

https://www.facebook.com/WilbrahamLibrary/
http://www.wilbrahamlibrary.org/
https://www.eventkeeper.com/code/ekform.cfm?curOrg=WILBRAHAM&curID=545927&CFID=31125987&CFTOKEN=37c6ad17b536143e-DD15BE96-D4AE-528A-53500FB9115D8CC3
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Teen Services
    Our Teen Advisory Board (TAB) is back and 

better than ever! TAB started off the year with our 

annual community service, making no-sew fleece 

blankets for the Shriners Hospital for Children in 

Springfield, in hopes of donating next February as 

many blankets as we donated in previous years. We 

continue to work to have popular teen programs and 

are looking forward to running our beloved 

children’s Stuffed Animal Sleepover during the 

February school vacation. Join us at our next 

monthly meeting to see what we are all about.

   Our Teen Book Club (Grades 8-12) now meets 

monthly during the school year on Fridays from 3 to 

4 p.m. in person at the library. We love to chat about 

any books you are reading and of course the monthly 

selection. Oh, and there will be snacks! Check out 

more info on our website and join us. We are currently 

looking for new members.

   Teen Paint Sip Fun is back on Monday, Dec. 13, at 

5:30 pm. After our successful Teen Paint night in 

October with 29 teens, we jumped at the chance to 

paint again. The twist this time is that we are painting 

two 8-by-10-inch canvases so teens can keep one and 

gift one for the holidays. Register here.

   We are excited to offer new and improved Teen 

Grab Bag Kits. These kits have multiple books that 

are based on a theme like BookTok Famous and 

Reese’s YA Book Club Picks, and kits for specific grades 

(including 6th grade and 7th and 8th together). These 

new kits can be found near the YA nonfiction and 

STEAM items toward the back of the teen Loft.

   Check out our website for details about a fun teen 

program on Valentine's Day, Feb. 14, and an 

upcoming school vacation event on Tuesday, Feb. 

22. And remember to sign up for Teen Winter 

Reading on Beanstack to win a book and chances to 

win gift cards.

-- Teen Services Librarian Rachel Hapgood

review for each book. (First-timers 

and the computer-averse needn’t 

worry. We’ll be happy to help get 

you started.) 

   Finishers can earn up to three 

raffle tickets, depending on the 

number of books read.

   Gift cards will be raffled off. 

Winners will be notified starting 

March 7. Children and teens who 

finish will also receive a free 

paperback of their choice.

   Registration begins Jan. 1. If you 

participated in past summer or 

winter reading programs, simply 

log in to your Beanstack account. 

Newcomers will be able to create 

an account by clicking on the 

Winter Reading centerpiece on our 

website.

   We also have a Beanstack 

tracker app available for download.

   Join your friends here at the 

library and help us make this 

Winter Reading Challenge the best 

one yet. Don’t be left out in the 

cold!

Events are for Grades 6 to 12 unless specifically noted

Teens at a Paint Sip Fun event earlier this fall.

Join Us for Winter Reading and Become Eligible for 'Cool' Prizes
Continued from Page 1

Photo by Rachel Hapgood
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In this issue:

Winter Reading Starts Jan. 1 
Book Sale a Big Success 
In-Person Programs Planned
Meet Our New Librarian

New & Renewing Friends, August to October 2021
Ann Bagge, Melissa Binns, Robert & Jane Boilard, Donald & 

Barbara Bourcier, Maria Cacela, Anna Carlson, Beverlee 

Corriveau, Walter & Martha Damon, Diehl family, Richard and 

Eileen Duffy, Phyllis & David Ervin, MaryAnn Gioscia, John & Rita 

Grover, Richard Hanrahan, Dan Hatten, Nancy L. Joyce, Gloria 

King, Janina Lasonde, Joyce Leckey, Ellen Leritz, Martha & Greg 

Lyman, Lorraine MacAlpine, Brad & Nancy MacPherson, Carol 

Marchesseault, Sara Martin, Leo Morrisey, Holly Murray, Sheila 

Nadolski, David J. Paterno, Louise Phelan, Barbara Pino, Mary 

Polom, Sue Post, James & Corry Rooks, James Ryan, Sue 

Schwendenmann, Mary-Ellen Scott, Susan Tosh, Catherine Tucker, 

Toni Wapner, Albert & Mary Whiry, Sam & Beverly Williams. Four 

others wish to remain anonymous.

Wilbraham Friends of the Library / Facebook@WilbrahamFriends

Use this QR 
code to read 
the newsletter 
online, with 
active, 
clickable 
links 
(underlined 
words).

Thank you to the local business that 

support the Friends.

    Beginning Nov. 1, the library is granting a 

28-day grace period for overdue materials. 

Items are automatically renewed one time. 

When that renewal expires, you will be able 

to return late items during the 28-day grace 

period without being fined. A $3 processing 

fee will be charged for items returned after 

the grace period. Some exceptions apply.

Read 
More, 
Worry  
Less

http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6573114&sw=1680

