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Learn how to 
explore your roots – 
and those of the 
town – in a series of 
classes taught by 
the curator of our 
local history 
collections, Assistant 
Director Mary Bell.

First, Bell will reprise our Introduction to Ancestry Library Edition 
program from earlier this year, this time on Sept. 12 at 5:30 p.m. 
Participants will learn to search census and military records and more. 
Everyone will get a packet reminding them of tips learned at the 
session and a list of free websites for further research. Then, every 
Friday afternoon in October, Bell will present a series on researching 
the library's local history collections. Patrons can sign up for any or all 
topics: Oct. 4, Introduction to the Local History Section; Oct. 11, Using 
Local History for Genealogy; Oct. 18, Local History Historic House 
Research; and Oct. 25, Mapping Places with Local History. Sessions 
start at 3 p.m. Space is limited, so sign up now by calling the library at 
413-596-6141 or going to the Events Calendar on our website.

Roots: 
Mining 
Our 
Histories

Classical 
Music 
Classes

Sept. 16, Oct. 22, 
Dec. 4

Rob Humberston, a 
classical music 
enthusiast, choir 
singer, and  former 
music librarian at 
Springfield City 
Library, will present 
three classes: two 
devoted to music 
of the Medieval 
and Renaissance 
periods, the third 
devoted to 
classical Christmas 
music.  He will 
discuss and play 
recordings by some 
of the leading 
sacred and secular 
composers, and 
display instruments 
of the period. 
Sessions start at 6 
p.m.
  

Please Welcome ... 
.... our newest staff member, 
Borrower Services Assistant 
Sue Witham. She recently 
moved here from Grafton 
and is excited to be living 
and working in Wilbraham.
She enjoys hiking, kayaking, 
nuturing a variety of 

houseplants (they listen better than her 
teenagers) and also enjoys copious amounts 
of tea with scones and clotted cream.

Detail from 1870 Map of Wilbraham



      Wilbraham Friends
Wilbraham Friends
 of the Library Inc. 

 Board Members
 Mary Bandouveres
 Ray Burk
 Edna Colcord
 Karen Demers
 John Harrington
 Susan Magee
 Cheryl Malandrinos
 Deborah Montgomery
 Tanja Olson
 Corry Rooks
 Jay Taylor

 Officers
 Mary Bandouveres,
 President
 Susan Magee, Clerk
 Cheryl Malandrinos,
 Treasurer

Library News is written and
 edited by library staff and
 the Wilbraham Friends of

 the Library.

As you may have heard by now, Sue 
Magee, longtime Friends president, 
has stepped down to focus on other 
efforts. She will be busy paying 
attention and taking minutes at 
board meetings and will continue to 
maintain the database of members. She will also remain an important 
presence at the Annual Book Sale. While I am happy to help her out by 
taking over the position, I am even happier to have her guidance as I 
take on this new role.

I joined the board a few years ago after seeing a request for help in The 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times. I grew up riding my bike to the Wilbraham 
Library, I brought my children there, and I currently bring my grandson, 
Vinny, on a regular basis. When I saw they needed help I knew that was 
my opportunity to give back to the library that has given so much to me 
and my family.

I look forward to building the Friends membership and thereby 
strengthening the support network for library staff and the important 
programming they offer. I also plan to integrate as much online activity 

as possible, reducing paper and postage usage and 
freeing funds for programming and equipment.

Feel free to contact me with questions, suggestions or 
concerns at 413-222-2972 or 
friends@wilbrahamlibrary.org. Thank you for your 
continued support.

-  Mary Bandouveres, Friends president  

Facebook @WilbrahamLibrary / Twitter @WilbrahamPubLib / Instagram @wilbrahamlibrary

Letter from the President

Friends Art Exhibit Planned for October
The Friends annual art exhibit is scheduled for October in the Brooks 
Room, with a reception for artists, Friends and the public on Saturday, 
Oct. 5, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Past shows have featured dozens of area 
artists and many mediums including oil, pastel, pen and ink, basketry, 
watercolor, photography, jewelry and sculpture.  Many of the artists will 
have pieces for sale at the reception. The deadline for entries is Sept. 
24.  There is no entry fee, although entrants must be members of the 
Friends. Interested artists can pick up a registration form at the library 
or contact Art Show Chair Mary Bandouveres at wplartshow@gmail.com 
to ensure a spot.

Our Sept. 10 excursion to 

three famous Berkshires 

destinations has a few 

spaces available for last-

minute day-trippers. We 

will visit The Mount, home 

of "Gilded Age" author 

Edith Wharton; Berkshire 

Botanical Garden; and The 

Red Lion Inn, which has 

been feeding hungry 

travelers for over 200 

years. Contact the library 

service desk for details.

Still Time to Join 
Berkshires Trip



            Youth Events
Most of these programs are funded by the Friends of the Library. All are free but registration is required. Check website for details.

Wilbraham Public Library, 25 Crane Park Drive, Wilbraham, MA 01095 / 413-596-6141 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org

Children's Activities

We had another successful year of summer reading with 125 teens signing up, eight 

special programs, 358 books read and reviewed, and almost 30 prizes for finishers!

This fall, we are excited to offer a revamped Teen Book Club, facilitated by Teen 

Librarian Rachel Hapgood. Teens in grades 7 to 12 read and discuss books chosen by 

the group once a month on Fridays at 3 p.m. starting Sept. 13. Sign up on our website.

We look forward to another year of the Teen Advisory Board (TAB). If you know 

someone in grades 6 to 12 who would would like to voice their opinions about fun teen 

programs, books and more, please tell them about TAB. Our first monthly meeting is 

Monday, Sept. 23, at 4 p.m. in the Brooks Room.

On Monday, Nov. 18, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. teens in grades 6 to 12 can join us for Teen 

Paint, Sip, Fun. Erin, a local artist, will teach us how to paint a fall painting chosen by 

the teens. Sponsored by Friends of the Library.

-- Rachel Hapgood, Teen Librarian 

Teen Activities

Droids ToGo

Take home our Star 

Wars Spheros, app-

enabled droids. Find 

them in the STEAM 

bookshelf of the Teen 

Loft. We have R2-D2 

and BB-8.

We had a record 

number of 645 

kids signing up 

to read for 21 

days for our 

summer reading 

program this 

year. We had 13 

special programs 

and, for 

finishers, about 

55 raffle prizes 

that were paid 

for by donations 

from the 

community. 

Great job to all 

our readers!

Summer 
Reading 
Breaks 
Record

Read to Cadence. Megan Marshall, a volunteer from Bright Spot Reading Buddies, will bring 

Cadence, her dog, to the library to have children read to her. Kids 5 and over sign up for a 

10-minute slot between 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. Fall dates are  Sept. 3, Oct. 1 & Nov. 5.

Story Yoga. For children ages 2 to 5 and their parents. Yoga poses and stories are woven 

together to create an interactive process. Held on Tuesdays from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. on 

Sept. 17, Oct. 15 & Nov. 19. Sponsored by Pathways for Parents CFCE.
Grow, Play and Learn. Birth to 4 years, Tuesdays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Stories, songs and 

skill building led by an Early Childhood Developmental trained staff member. Resources to 

fit your child’s individual needs. Sponsored by Pathways for Parents CFCE.
STEAM with Jane! Grades K to 2. Tuesdays from 4 to 5 pm. Fun science activities. Oct. 8 & 

Nov. 12. Sponsored by Pathways for Parents CFCE.

You & Me in Music with Renee Coro of Harmonious Happenings. Parent/Child class for 

children 18 to 36 months. Wednesdays 11 a.m. to noon, Oct. 23 to Nov. 20. Engage in the 

many aspects of music including singing, playing instruments and moving in a fun social 

group. Sponsored by Pathways for Parents CFCE. 

Robotics with Mrs. Goonan. Grades 3 to 5. Introductory class to coding and robotics, 

starting in September. Thursdays 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. Check website for more information.

Storytimes. The fall Storytime session will meet over a period of six weeks, starting in 

October. Dates and times TBA.

Registration is required for all programs and space is limited. Visit our website for more information. 

Call the front desk or stop in to sign up on registration dates.

-Heidi Kane, Children's Librarian 



Lynda & Gordon Allen, Jo M. Ayers, Mahesh Bajaj, Jeannette Bond, Len and Judy Borsari, Kimberley Breil, Camire 

Family, Carole Cavros, Richard & Ann Carver, David & Marie Chivers, Felice & Richard Coffey, Joyce Collins, 

Linda Dagradi, Tom & Mary Doyle, Candy & Rick Erickson, T. Jean Franklin, Carolyn Glew, Ruth Giroux, John & 

Rita Grover, Thyra Hadank, Susan & Chris Hall, Virginia Jacobs, Martha Labelle, Robert & Constance Law, Long 

Family, Barbara Mancuso, Mary Manning, Margaret & William Manzi, Ginny McKeon, Geraldine Morgan, Donna 

Morrison, Gloria Tomassetti, Karin Tongue, Tranghese Family, Diane & Charles Weston. Plus two who wish to 

remain anonymous.
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New and Renewing Friends, May to July 2019

The opportunity to self-publish is both 
inspiring and stressful.  Authors must 
format their books and then somehow 
manage to promote the finished product.  
This fall, the library will offer two 
workshops on self-publishing.  First, local 
published author Cheryl Malandrinos will 
be at the library Sept. 10 to discuss how to 
promote self-published books. On Nov, 6, 

the library will host a virtual workshop on how to use 
Pressbooks and Self-e (both available through the library’s 
Biblioboard account) to format books for publication and to 
make finished ebooks available to library patrons. 

SelfPublishing Workshops Sept. 10, Nov. 6
Professional  
portraitist and 
painter Greg 
Maichack will 
be back to 
conduct his 
popular 
workshop on pastel painting.  
Participants will create a 12-  
by 18-inch pastel painting to 
take home.  Class starts at 6 
p.m. All supplies provided. 
Registration required.

Paint in Pastels Oct. 8


